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This introductory textbook examines diminishing terrestrial and aquatic habitats in the tropics,

covering a broad range of topics including the fate of the coral reefs; the impact of agriculture,

urbanization, and logging on habitat depletion; and the effects of fire on plants and animal survival.  

  Includes case studies and interviews with prominent conservation scientists to help situate key

concepts in a real world context  Covers a broad range of topics including: the fate of the coral

reefs; the impact of agriculture, urbanization, and logging on habitat depletion; and the effects of fire

on plants and animal survival  Highlights conservation successes in the region, and emphasizes the

need to integrate social issues, such as human hunger, into a tangible conservation plan 

Documents the current state of the field as it looks for ways to predict future outcomes and lessen

human impact  â€œSodhi et al. have done a masterful job of compiling a great deal of literature from

around the tropical realm, and they have laid out the book in a fruitful and straightforward mannerâ€¦I

plan to use it as a reference and as supplemental reading for several courses and I would

encourage others to do the same.â€• Ecology, 90(4), 2009, pp. 1144â€“1145
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"This is by far the best introduction to conservation biology in the broadest sense that I have yet

encountered." (Biodivers Conserv, 2011) "It is simply a good, detailed, and up-to-date book that

belongs on the shelves of scholars in tropical biology, ecology, conservation biology, and the

environmental sciences.â€• (Ecology, April 2009) "This is the most up-to-date and informative



reference on the wrongs of conservation of biodiversity in the tropics." (Environmental Conservation,

December 2008)

Nowhere in the world is biodiversity conservation and management more critical than in the highly

biodiverse tropical regions. Although the temperate regions of the Earth have suffered severely from

human encroachments in the ancient and recent past, the present-day (and future) biodiversity

crisis looms largest in the tropics. This is especially important because it is in the tropics that the

largest tracts of still-pristine habitat, the greatest species diversity, and the richest centres of

endemism are found. The mounting threats to tropical biodiversity require conservation practitioners

to make urgent conservation decisions. As such, it is critical to document the current state of tropical

biodiversity, determine possible ways to protect it, and synthesize the vast body of scientific

research relevant to tropical regions in a concise, yet comprehensive format. Tropical Conservation

Biology is the first teaching textbook to examine the broad spectrum of conservation issues as they

relate specifically to terrestrial and aquatic habitats of the tropics. â€¢Â Â Â Â Â Â  Presents case

studies and interviews with prominent conservation scientists to help situate key concepts in a real

world context â€¢Â Â Â Â Â Â  Includes short biographies of some of the worldâ€™s most eminent

conservation scientists followed by a brief set of questions and answers that focus on some of the

most pertinent and pressing issues in tropical conservation biology today. It is hoped that current

students will benefit from the knowledge and be inspired by the passion of these renowned

biologists. â€¢Â Â Â Â Â Â  Covers a broad range of topics including: the fate of the coral reefs; the

impact of agriculture, urbanization, and logging on habitat depletion; and the effects of fire on plants

and animal survival â€¢Â Â Â Â Â Â  Highlights conservation successes in the region, and

emphasizes the need to integrate social issues, such as human hunger, into a tangible conservation

plan â€¢Â Â Â Â Â Â  Documents the current state of the field as it looks for ways to predict future

outcomes and lessen human impact Tropical Conservation Biology is an essential resource for

senior undergraduate and graduate students, scientists and managers with an interest in tropical

habitat conservation and management.
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